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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 12 May on the following motion moved by Ms L. Dalton — 
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech be agreed to — 

To His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, AC, Governor of the State of Western Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency — 
We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament 
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency 
for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [9.27 am]: Madam Speaker, I rise in response to the Governor’s speech, and 
like many other members, including our newer members, I would like to recognise your significant achievement 
of moving from the mother of the house to the Speaker of the house. It is fantastic to see you there. I will not replicate 
the fine words that just about everyone in this place has said about you in that space. 
We have heard some fantastic speeches in this house, particularly from those who gave their first speeches. I will 
refer to the ones that stood out in my mind. The member for Riverton gave a polylingual speech; he spoke words in 
three languages. I struggle with the English language! I heard earlier this morning that he is fluent in seven languages. 
It is deadset impressive to see that in this house. The member for Churchlands, my dear colleague sitting beside 
me, spoke about her experiences of working all over the world with the United Nations. Again, that is very impressive. 
The member for Cockburn, who is not here at the moment, spoke about his pro bono work to help exploited 
employees. Again, that is impressive.  
I still think that wage theft should be considered to be stealing and come under section 378 of the Criminal Code, 
but that is my opinion in that space; I am sure a few other people think the same. The comments of the member for 
Darling Range and his absolute courage in speaking about his son stood out for me as I reflect on his speech. I also 
note the fine words of the member for Dawesville, a paramedic who has joined us in this place, who commented on 
post-traumatic stress disorder. We have met and had quite a chat on that topic. Hopefully, over the next four years, 
we can develop that further, for want of better words. 
I remember coming into this place after the election in 2017. I was very humbled then, and I still am, to be in this 
place. It is a deadset privilege to be here. We did well at the 2017 election. I think I took over 10 000 primary votes 
and won against a minister of the Barnett government. I came into this place pinching myself: “Jesus, is this real?” 
I had walked off the floor of a police station and into Parliament. I was still kicking myself—deadset. For the first 
12 to 18 months I walked round and repeated to a few of the older members here, “I’m living the dream.” I still think 
that, because I know what a bad day is, and I can tell members that even the worst day in this place is a good day; 
we forget that sometimes. Then we had this election. I got just over 10 000 primary votes in the 2017 election and 
this time I got 17 293 votes—why? It was over 70 per cent of the primary vote. My biggest issue at the moment is 
trying to find a constituent in the electorate who actually did not vote for me! It is a very humbling experience 
I can tell you, but I do not want to gloat because that is not my way. I still believe it is a very humbling experience. 
On election day, I went to one of our booths and there was a lovely poster of my ugly mug hanging on one of the 
walls. Two lovely ladies dressed in blue shirts with the Liberal logo on the front were handing out how-to-vote cards. 
I thought that that was great; it is the challenge of our democracy and why I love it so much. One of the Liberal girls 
who was standing opposite me looked at the corflute poster and said, “That’s you isn’t it?” I said that it was and she 
said, “I voted for you!” I said, “But you’re wearing a blue Liberal T-shirt!” She said yes, and then her friend who 
was standing beside her said that she had voted for me too! I laughed and said to her, “How come you’re handing out 
those cards?” She said that she was just helping out a friend. I said, “Well that’s lovely, but how about next time you 
come and help us out?” She said, “You didn’t ask me.” I will have to find them again for the next election! That 
was one of the lovely things that occurred on election day. 

I have heard members from the other side say that we got into this place because we had big union backing and all 
that sort of stuff, but that is not true. I got into this place because of the fantastic volunteers that helped us out. 
I will read out a small list of names, because this is probably the first and last time that I will have the opportunity 
to do that: Deidre Ahsing; Sally Allen; Nicola Badman; Douglas Bell; Leeanne and Paolo Biemmi; Marc Billington; 
Tadhg Blackman; Julie Bogle—a lovely lady, Julie; Terrence Brennan; Paul Brown; Walter Brown; Myra Browne; 
James Byrne; Sabine Carlin; Alexandra Carr; Stephen Chapman; Beverly Clark; Paul Clendenning—I hope 
I pronounced that right; Heather Cole—another lovely champion from up our way; Sean Cooper; Julie Cooper; 
Adam Cottrell; Derek Cottrell; Mary Crothers; Clarene Dal Busco; William Daniel; Frank and Kristen Dans; 
Abbie Dans-Schunselaar; Ollie Davis—a lovely young fellow who joined our campaign; Steven Ellis; 
Stephen Faulkner; Deborah Ferguson; Gordon Fitzsimmons; Maxwell Flanagan; Jillian, my daughter; Andrea, my 
wife; Robert Forster; Rebecca Freeman; Kuol Garang; Peter Garland—another champion in our electorate who does 
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such fantastic work; Lauren Gill; David Greig; Helen Groves; Di Guise—what a champion she is; Carly Guise; 
Edward Harrington; Lynette Harris; Jacqueline Harrold; Sue Hearn; Robert Hindle; John Hollywood; William 
Hughes; Margaret and Peter Hunter; David Jansen; Joan Janssen; Michelle Jenkins; Robert Jenkinson; and Maxwell 
and Pauline Jones. That couple had a family member in the south west who was dying, but they still worked on 
our booths—fantastic people. The list continues: William Jordan; David Kavanagh; Jacqueline and John Kemp—
another lovely couple; Zoe Konowalow; Mara Kozlowska-Rychle—I always get that wrong; Georgie Kraus; Graham 
and Rosemary Landwehr; Catherine Leach; Georgi Leader; Darryl Legg; Lucja Leszczynski; Tracey Lilburne—
the partner of Paul; Peter Lofdahl; Ian Mackenzie—another fantastic community member; Debbie MacMurchie; 
Shaun MacNeeney; Margaret Marinovich—another lovely lady; Sheree Marshall; Roderick Martin; Robert McBride; 
Janice McCreery; Lisa McGrath; Karl McMahon-Winter; Neville McNeill; Linda Mitchell; Deborah Moylan—
another fantastic person; John Musca; Mark Nelson—a bloke I worked with years ago in the police; Janette Nixon; 
Cristina Nutt; Wei Pang; Joanne Parker; Glenn Paulin; Doris Pengelly; Francis Petch; Sam Pirie—another great 
kid who joined our campaign; Liz Prime—another fantastic person; Emma and Walter Ramage—people who are 
very dear to me; Danny Ramsawmy; Colleen Randall; Hannah Randall; Brenda Regan; Miloslav Res; Sara Revet; 
Scotty Robinson—another fantastic person; Guillermo Rodas—jeez I have tortured that name; Nat Sangalli; 
Margaret Seez; Kevin Shepherd; Michael Simpson; Cane Spaseski—again, sorry for my poor English; Jason Squire; 
Andrew Steele; Patricia Stein; Belinda Storck; Maureen Stubbs-Mills; Denzil Talbot; Heike Thomson; Marilyn Thorp; 
Frank and Lisa Vidler; Jodi Walker; Lisa Wallis; Kerry Ward; Peter Weekes; Jaime Will; Kim Willett; Bianca Williams; 
John Williamson; Arthur Wilson; Wikitoria Wilson; Jana Woods; Fardin Yakubi; and Kim Young. 

They were the real people who led me into this space. They are fantastic volunteers and they did everything, from 
putting a corflute poster out on their front lawn to helping us on election day to hand out how-to-vote cards or act 
as booth captains, which involved going to their polling place at four o’clock in the morning to help out. I am here 
because of those people. I am privileged that they took the time to help out because they believed in the message 
that we were trying to deliver; they believed in me and they believed in this McGowan government. 

I am very humbled to be in this place, but I have not forgotten what the previous member for Churchlands said in this 
place in the last Parliament. After the by-election for Darling Range, which saw a swing of a bit over nine per cent 
away from the government, I remember him standing up in this place, pointing at the member for Joondalup and 
saying, “You’ll be gone.” I remember him saying the same to the member for Kingsley. I remember him pointing 
to the member for Pilbara, saying, “You’re gone; you’ll lose your seat. The member for Bicton is not in the chamber 
at the moment. He also pointed to me, sitting where the member for Carine is sitting now, and said, “Member for 
Burns Beach, you’re gone.” I thought, “Well, mate, when you take a feather duster to a bar-room brawl, it’s going 
to end in tears.” Just remember who is the last man standing in that space. I will leave it at that. That will probably 
be the last and only time I mention that. 

In our first term of government, my government, the McGowan government, achieved some absolutely outstanding 
success. I remember standing in this place talking about the dying with dignity laws. I see the member for Morley 
sitting across the chamber. That was probably one of the government’s finest times in the last Parliament. I remember 
those laws. I remember going to my RSL the night after we passed that legislation. A couple of the older veterans 
came across and gave me a hug, saying, “We got it through.” We tidied up that stuff. We tidied up the dying with 
dignity laws; we got them through. I think they will be enacted in the very near future. I wait with bated breath to 
see their success. 
We did not address the advance health directives. That is something that we need to tidy up in our next four years. 
A number of seniors are deadset terrified of going into that space. The dying with dignity laws only opened a small 
window. It is the greatest success when people have an advance health directive in place if they develop dementia 
and that sort of stuff. We need to do some more work in that space. 
I remember that we passed the unfair dismissal laws for police. That was quite dear to me and close to my heart. 
We had been trying to change those laws for 30-plus years, longer than I spent in the job. When I reflect, they were 
some of the good things we did in this space. 
We also brought finances back under control. There is a report out there known as the Langoulant report. I suggest 
all new members in this place go and find it and read it, even if they just read the summary. I battled. An investigation 
was carried out into underground power in Port Hedland. I cannot get over why it cost $420 000 per household to 
put underground power in Port Hedland. I understand the need for it but that was wrong on every level. When we 
read the business case in the report about why it cost so much, it is because they found rock. I thought Port Hedland 
was built on a rock! Surely, a proper business case submission was made in that space. For it to cost $420 000 per 
household, someone is pulling the piss! I am sorry about my language but I need to be frank about it. 
We got our finances under control. If we had not done that, when the pandemic occurred—I will talk more about 
that later—we would have been in a very ugly space. 
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The other thing that we achieved was the biggest rail infrastructure build on record. The extension of the rail line to 
Byford is past the planning stage. It will start to be built in the very near future. The Morley–Ellenbrook line is happening. 
Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: I noticed that the member was making a smart remark. Who could forget Metro Area Express, 
the light rail project—fully costed, fully funded? Have we seen any of that? No. Let us look at the extension of the 
rail line to Yanchep. I do not know what a cluster of bulldozers is called but the Minister for Transport took us up 
there and I lost count of the number of bulldozers doing the earthworks up there. We have such pride in that. The 
Thornlie–Cockburn Link is under construction or planning. 
The greatest success we had in the last term of government was our response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 
the last couple of months, a couple of reports have come out. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: The response from our government to COVID-19 was probably the best in the world, from 
both a health perspective and an economic perspective. That is not us saying that; that is the OECD saying that stuff. 
We had lockdowns. We have achieved something that everyone else in the world looks upon in awe. 
My father and my father-in-law, who are both 80, are alive because of our response. I have to declare an interest. 
I am a type 2 diabetic. I am safer for that. I have had my first needle and I cannot wait to get my second on 1 July. 
I suggest that everyone in this place does the same. 
When I look at members of the opposition, I hear them continually go on about our response. They are like fish, 
flip-flopping everywhere on the beach when speaking about whether to open the border or close the border. My 
daughter, who was an early childcare worker, lost her job and her home because of COVID. People forget about 
this. There is a personal consequence for us not getting this right. My daughter experienced those horrible things. 
I can certainly say that a significant number of my constituents had the same thing happen to them. If members 
stand in this place and say it is not about business, I am sorry, but it is about people, and they matter. When we forget 
about that, we should not be in this place. 
Going forward, I listened to the Governor’s speech. He said that firearm reform is part of the agenda. That is long 
overdue. We need to tidy up that space. I am probably the only person in this house who has had a double-barrel 
shotgun pointed at them in anger. I am definitely in favour of any firearm law reform. We are in a good space 
with funding for an extra 1 100 more coppers to enforce those firearm laws. We are going to talk about police 
compensation. That is something that is very dear to me. I hope there will be some retrospectivity in that space 
because a lot of officers who have left the job are starting to succumb to post-traumatic stress disorder now. If we 
do not have retrospectivity, we are missing a point. 
The other thing that we are going to introduce is the banning of gay conversion therapy. I find the term “gay conversion 
therapy” offensive to the core. If we introduce some laws in that space, that is so overdue. We are also going to look 
at elder abuse reform. Again, that is another area that we need to look at. 
I remember dealing with elder abuse as a copper. I hope that when we look at elder abuse and domestic violence 
reform, we have a good look at coercive control because that is a deadset evil that we need to address. In the elder 
abuse space, coercive control and domestic control is something we need to address. We need to get into that space.  
The other thing we are looking forward to is the freeway extending to Romeo Road. Up in my neck of the woods, 
it is going to take a heap of pressure off the freeway at Hester Avenue, which gets very choked in the morning. 
The sooner we can get on with that, minister, the better. I hope to see some good stuff in that space. 
The rail extension up to Yanchep in my electorate is deadset gold, because that will create a commercial energy in 
the northern corridor that will generate jobs and further development. I hope it will bring stimulus and employment, 
in particular for youth, who face unemployment up my way. I think it is deadset good. 
The member for Joondalup spoke the other day about the fantastic development in her area with the Ocean Reef 
Marina project. That is fantastic. What members may not know is that to build the marina, a piece of development 
known as Meridian Park is being opened at Neerabup. To me, that is a job engine. Most people in my electorate 
leave it to get to work. They have to drive down to the city, choking the freeways and overextending the rail lines. 
If we have a place where people can work that is close to where they live, absolutely everyone is a winner. 
Meridian Park is being made. The limestone for the Ocean Reef Marina will come from Meridian Park. There have 
been 3 500 hectares of land put aside there for that development. In the future, that will be a job engine for my 
electorate, and will particularly address the biggest problem in my electorate, which is youth unemployment. 
I think that is a good thing. 
Reflecting on my first speech, I spoke about a couple of topics. One of them was mental health. This government 
has spent millions upon millions of dollars in that space. We announced a commitment of 100 extra beds in the 
mental health space, and 75 per cent of those are going into Joondalup Health Campus. My biggest issue is that we 
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have to look at adolescent mental health beds. Why? It is because adolescent mental health cases are under-reported. 
We need to invest in that space. If we can get kids on the right track at the earliest, I reckon that is the best thing 
for us. To assist in that, I have done some work in the electorate with a couple of our curriculum and re-engagement 
and education schools, and one of those is the Comet CaRE School. I am really keen to see more investment in 
that. Comet schools deal with kids who are falling through the cracks in our system. I have one of those Comet schools 
in Clarkson and at the moment it has a waitlist of 40 kids, on top of the kids in that school, so we need more 
investment into those schools, because no child should ever be put on a waitlist for their education. I do not care 
what anyone says. 
The other thing I spoke of passionately in my first speech was the reduction in our road toll. I stated that we needed 
to do three things to reduce that road toll: we needed better infrastructure, we needed more effective law enforcement 
and, finally, we needed better trained drivers. Coming back to better infrastructure, I have to congratulate the Minister 
for Transport. What we, as a government, have done in this state and regional WA is absolutely—I am stuck for 
words! There are the freeway extensions and the commitment to rail. Every person who jumps in a railcar is 
a person who is not on the road. It is a person who is going to get to work. I do not remember the last time someone 
was hurt in a railcar—can anyone here? Not in this state. Maybe in Victoria, but they are on the other side; they 
do not count! We are making our roads safer. Did we achieve a reduction in our road toll when we came in? No, we 
did not, but we have had an increase in the number of road users, so I have to say that we are putting a line in the 
sand. We have made some achievements. 
I turn to enforcement of our road rules. There are 1 100 more police coming into the system. That means more 
police on the roads and more police out in regional WA. The former Minister for Police, now the Speaker, introduced 
a country road traffic enforcement group, which spends all its time in regional WA policing the roads. I would like 
to see those officers living in regional WA, because I know from personal experience that if a police officer resides 
in the region, they work hard there. When I was the officer in charge at Wagin, I spent my time catching unlicensed 
drivers, and they would ask me why I was not catching the drunken drivers. My road toll was made up of people 
who did not have a licence. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: We need some more GROH housing in Wagin for our police officers. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: I do not disagree, but that is all part of good management. I know this government is absolutely 
playing a part in that space and the Minister for Police would have his head around that far better than most. 
We achieved two out of three things, so there were two good ticks in our last term of government. We did not get 
an improvement in the training of drivers. I remember listening to the Road Safety Commissioner say that youth 
representation in the road toll is slowly falling. I had a think about that. It is probably because most kids cannot get 
a licence. We need to have another look at that, and I will lobby the minister to make sure we improve our licensing 
for kids. I remember one of the inquiries we ran in the last Parliament during which some of the licence examiners 
were bragging that they were failing 98 per cent of the people who were getting to them. That is not a successful 
system. We need to have a look at that. We need to tidy up that space. If we can do that, I reckon we will have a real 
crack at reducing the road toll, which is a deadset passion of mine. 
I hope the next four years in this place will see some lively debate. I hope the opposition will stand up. I will not 
say any more about that! The McGowan government is a strong government and it listens to the people. I saw it 
do that in the last four years and I know it will do it in the next four. We have an outstanding set of ministers and 
parliamentary secretaries. After listening to those first speeches here, I know we have an outstanding group of 
members in this house, and I hope they will take us forward. With that, Madam Speaker, I thank you for your time. 
Debate interrupted. 
[Continued on page 599.] 
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